The Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Program is intended to provide schools with the necessary resources to establish and enhance school counseling programs. ESSCP allows school counselors, school psychologists, school social workers, child and adolescent psychiatrists, and other qualified psychologists to work together to establish a comprehensive counseling program that supports students by addressing barriers to academic success.
The need for counseling services at both the elementary and secondary school levels is clear. Counseling professionals guide students in academic, social and emotional, and career development, so that they will achieve success and be prepared for fulfilling lives as responsible members of society. Students' academic achievement is the cornerstone of the No Child Left Behind Act, and the Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Program is an important component in efforts to reach that goal.
Additionally, counseling professionals are at the forefront of efforts to help students cope with school violence and heightened threats of terrorism, as well as the possible ongoing mental health effects of such events. These personnel work to provide a positive school climate that results in decreased disciplinary referrals and that teaches mutual respect and improves self-esteem.
Congress must fulfill its commitment to ensuring students' success and well being by sufficiently funding the ESSCP. We look forward to working with you on this important initiative and appreciate your consideration of this request.
